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1 FCC-MAILROOM I 
Commissioner's Secrctary 
0f l ic .c  o l  Ihe Secreiary 
Federal Commuriicalions Commission 
41.5 121 h Street S W 
Washinglon. D C  205.54 

S ti h,j CCI : ET ~ D p c  k el N 01031&l 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

I n  re,piinsc lo your issuance of a ho l i ce  or Inquiry on the subject of {he proposed Broadband O v e r  
Pow'er  Line (BPL) dsplnyment in [he United S ta l cs ,  1 hereby wish to convey l o  you my concern that 
HP1. wi l l  render impossible any practical use of the shorlwave radio speclrum, init ial ly wi th in  urban 
areas and ecenlually across thi? counlry. 

shoriuavt. bands since 1958. For il numhcr 0 1  years during the Cold War, I intensively monitored 
Radio Moscou broadcasls on hehalf of the Voice o l  America and RFE/RL to dekrmine Soviet radio 
speclrum occupancy to  assis1 our radio v n i c e s  i n  selecling rrcquencies best suited to reach their 
iniended largcls. I a l s o  conducted on-sile monitoring across Ihc Sovie1 Un ion  i n  [his ef lorl .  1 
i.cintinuc lo depend on shorlwavc inlernational broadcasts a s  part of my weekly rouline to s tay  
inlormed a r i d  hc cnlertained by voices and  culture^ beyond our borders. As an American, I am 
certsinl! not alone i n  lhis atlactamenl to hhortwave radio. 

nil\* do s o .  That frcedom n l  choice a n d  access Lo inrorrnalion and entertainmenl from Ihe far corners 
o f  our plancl by way o l  radio w i l l  l ikely he denied by FCC approval or BPL. 

,Assuming BPL. is technically feasible. i [ w i l l  most surely inlroduce a high level of inlerference into 
the highly senhilive shortwave receivcrs (ha1 have become aflordable and commonplace in recent 
dccades. Any measurable high-lrequrncy RF-cncryy applied 10 our hO Hz power lines w i l l  surely he 
o\er* l ie lmingiy  ( ieteclel l  by todaj 's  S W  receivers. The rcsuIL lo r  the listener w i l l  be a profound 
degradation n l  any desired inlernalional broadcast signal. That signal w i l l  be effectively jammed. For 
most Americans having SW rcceivers. the inevilable resull w i l l  be a de facio elimination of a long- 
standing. Cree a~nd unlet le ied pathway for a rlow o l  informalion and enterlainrnent from other nations. 

Is BPL an innovation that will improve our socictp so dramatically that i t  i s  worth sacrificing 
shortwave hrnadcasting? Surely BPL's main attraction is i t s  revenue-generating potential, and 
that should bc no argument in f a v o r  or i t s  approval before the FCC. Please do not allow BPL to 

oblilerate international radio broadcasts.Just as surely as the Soviet Union did with i t s  high- 
power  radio jammers. This is most surely a fundamental issue o f  our freedom o f  information! 

M) inrerest in this issue i s  based on my having been a listener to the inlernalional broadcast 

Anloire in this country with a inodeht income and an interesl in tuning into foreign broadcasts can 

, 

Sinccrcly yours. 
j /  

http://worldnc1.ali.net

